


Remember, gamma radiation is not a particle.
Gamma radiation is notated by the Greek symbol for 
gamma.



Half-Life: The amount of time it takes for 1/2 (50%) of 
the original radioactive element to decay into its 
product.

If an element has
a half-life of 10 years, 
how much time does 
it take for 87.5% of 
the element to decay?
87.5% decayed = 
12.5% left over.

50% = 1 half-life
25% = 2 half-lives
12.5% = 3 half-lives
3 x 10yr = 30 yrs.





This shows the nuclear transmutation of U-238 into 
Pb-206, which is stable. 


